Chrissy Kenney 
Staff Writer 


After two and a half years of 
renovations, the Fuller Theater 
in the Administration building 
was performed in once again. 

The Worcester State The- 
atre Department’s Fall Produc- 
tion of Bus Stop opened on No- 
vember 12th to WSC students 
and the general public. 

The production was direct- 
ed by the Theatre Department’s 
Adam Zahler, who spoke fond- 
ly of the group of students he 
worked with. 

“They bring the characters 
to life in a realistic way,” Zahler 
said about the actors. For the 
most part, he was right. 

The play, set in a small 
Kansas City diner, raises ques- 
tions about the meaning of love 
through unique, oddly likable 
characters. The plot is cen- 
tered on a bus full of passen- 
gers stranded at a diner due to 
a snow storm. A cowboy and 
a showgirl, as well as an older 
doctor and a young diner em- 
ployee, are some of the odd 
pairings observed during the 
somewhat romantic comedy. 

Despite the unlikely match- 
ups, the script, written by Wil- 
liam Inge, made the situation 
seem entirely plausible. 

While the play lagged at 
times, «certain performances 
brought the production to life, 
including Emily Chestna’s ren- 
dition of the character Cherie 
and Jessica O’Brien’s portrayal 
of Elma. Both girls gave ener- 
getic performances, creating 
a believable impression on the 
audience. The comedic perfor- 
mance of Grace, done by Ruby 
Pontbriand, is also noteworthy. 
All of the performers did a fine 
job, but the actresses definitely 
outshined the actors in this per- 
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All Aboard the Bus! WSC’s First Play in New Theatre 


formance. 

As the Administration 
Building underwent renovation, 
the last few plays performed at 
WSC have been in the Sullivan 
Auditorium. This location pro- 
vided limited set possibilities, 
and the scenes could not have 
walls. In the Fuller Theater, the 
set’s resemblance to a diner was 
remarkable. 

Bus Stop sold 501 tickets, a 
fair amount less than last year’s 
Pirates of Penzance’s 659 ticket 
total. Zahler attributes this 
to the popularity of musicals, 
“We always expect more [ticket 
sales] for musicals. [Bus Stop] 
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is the most for a non-musical 
in my time here, and there has 
been continual growth ever 
since I started.” 

Perhaps the best part of 
the play was its appeal to a va- 
riety of audience members. Al- 
though love was the underlying 
theme, both men and women 
could enjoy the storyline. The 
primary love conflict between 
the two main characters, Che- 
rie played by Chestna and Bo 
played by Johnny Sanderski, 
was a classic tale of a man who 
did not know how to talk to 
women. Bo’s character grows 


throughout the play, as did 
Sanderski’s performance. His 
character was both annoying 
but likeable, and Sanderski did 
a decent job of showing the ten- 
sion between those two charac- 
teristics. 

Overall, Bus Stop was'an 
entertaining premiere worthy 
of the new theater. The audi- 
ence could relate, if not to the 
characters, to the timeless con- 
flicts of humility and desperate 
desire. In the end, each char- 
acter has a revelation of sorts 
and the audience was privileged 
enough to share this moment 
with them. At the close of the 
play, the smiles on the audience 
members’ faces indicated that 
Bus Stop was a heartwarming 
comedic success. 

Be sure to catch next 
year’s performance of Moliere’s 
‘Tartuffe’ by the Worcester State 
College Theatre.@ 


WSC’s Second 


Annual Faculty 
Exhibition 
Ana Caras 
Editor in Chief 
Late last month, 


Worcester State College’s sec- 
ond annual faculty exhibition 
opened in art gallery, located in 
room 113 of the Ghosh Center 
for Science and Technology. 
Open through December 
3, the show holds the artworks 
of many of the Visual and 
Performing Arts (VPA) and 
Communication faculty. Addi- 
tionally, the works vary from 
photography to painting, sculp- 
ture and even clothing design. 
As it sounds, the show 
is very diverse. Participating 
artists/faculty members had the 
ability to exhibit whatever they 
pleased and what they wanted 
their peers to see; no doubt, an 
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interesting new way to see and 
meet the faculty members that 
students are so typically ac- 
customed to only seeing in the 
classroom. 

The gallery, which is only 
about one year old at this point, 
is in a process of transforma- 
tion. The VPA faculty, in par- 
ticular, have hopes to transition 
the gallery into a slightly more 


professional space through, 
first and foremost, improved 
lighting. 


“The fluorescent lights have 
to go,” says Catherine Wilcox- 
Titus of the VPA department. 

Climate control is another 
issue, as particular works of art 
require relatively strict temper- 
ature regulation. 

The new VPA major is 
thinking about ways to fund- 
raise in order to meet the cost of 
the gallery improvements. The 
state isn’t giving away money as 
freely anymore to such endeay- 
ors, so it will be important for 
them to solicit outside funds. 

What the improvements 
would most likely mean is the 
ability and confidence to bring 
outside work and exhibits into 
our gallery. This does not mean 
simply tradition art. The de- 
partment has the hope to carry 

(Exhibition, Continued p. 7) 
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Why I Hate BLAGK 


What does the Friday af- 
ter Thanksgiving mean to you? 
To me, and most of those in the 
retail business, it means the 
employee equivalent of hell. 

Commonly known as Black 
Friday, this consumer holiday 
usually entails mega-sales and 
stores opening extremely early, 
5am or so, and staying open ex- 
ceptionally late. 

While unemployment rates 
are the highest that they’ve 
been in nearly three decades, 
many retailers are hoping that 
this coming Black Friday will 
improve their drastically lower 
2009 sales figures. 

However, in this debatably 
“recovering” economy, many 
consumers are left to wonder 
just how good the Black Friday 
deals will be. Or, conversely, 
retailers are wondering if their 
Black Friday bargains will en- 
tice shoppers to open their wal- 
lets and splurge on the deals. 

The question is, will con- 
sumers be frugal this Black 
Friday or will the economic cri- 
sis heed more competition on 
bargains? 

On Black Friday applianc- 
es will start at $3 at Target, this 
includes: coffee makers, toast- 
ers, etc. Many other products 
will be half off. Additionally, 
many social networking sites 
are being utilized as an outlet 
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to advertise deals for both retail 
locations and online stores. 

For the retail employee, 
however, Black Friday practi- 
cally yields a storewide employ- 
ee suicide watch. Aside from 
the overworked and underpaid 
mantra that major retail cor- 
porations seem to live by, the 
hours, the endless lines, the ir- 
ritable customers and the after- 
math of what you have to clean 
up are enough for any major 
retail chain veteran, like myself, 
to quit and never look back. 

In fact, I did quit (only a 
month or so before the holiday 
season, mind you). Leaving a 
large retailer was one of the 


best decisions that I ever made. 
I still work in retail to pay my 
bills but I now work for a much 
smaller mom and pop retailer. 
Needless to say, I no longer fear 
Black Friday. 

While even typing Black 
Friday makes me cringe, there 
are undeniably good deals. I 
guess that my advice to you, the 
conscious consumer and expect- 
edly poor college student, is to 
not buy what you don’t need. 
It’s easy to let sales seduce you 
but step back for a minute be- 
fore you head to the cash reg- 
ister and ask yourself, “‘is this 
something that I want or some- 
thing that I need? 
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The WSC Voice Staff's 
Thanksgiving Traditions 


Ana: I drive up to my 
| uncle’s house in Portland, 
ME where we sit around a 
i table and say what we are 
thankful for while our food 
| gets cold. One or two family 
members get too drunk and 
| therefore, overly emotional. 
I answer the same questions 
| that Yaya, my increasingly 
senile grandma, has been 
i asking me for years. Then, 
we all eat dessert and I drive 
| two hours back home. 
Matt: My two brothers and 
two uncles share an elimina- 
tion-style basketball game in 
| which the winner gets their 
name etched onto a trophy 
| plaque. We have dubbed 
it the “Turkey Day Trophy 
| Challenge.” I have won this 
honor twice. Somehow, my 
| uncle with a bum knee and 
hemorrhoids seems to win ey- 


ery year since. 

Once the game is through, 
we enjoy the dinner cooked by 
the women. In particular, I en- 
joy the entire holiday ham that 
is cooked solely for my delight. 
We drink, share stories, and 
generally try to pass time until 
we can all head home. 
Hayley: Thanksgiving in my 
family doesn’t very too much 
year to year. We pick up my 
mother and drive to my aunt 
and uncle’s home in Medford. 
Everyone eats way too much 
and my father thinks it is a good 
time to try out all his new jokes 
over dinner... for which I am 
not thankful. My little cousin 
starts fighting with my uncle 
to play Wii instead of watching 
football and my grandmother’s 
boyfriend falls ‘asleep on the 
couch. On the ride home, we all 
complain about Holiday weight 


gain and how close Christ- 
mas is. Filling and fun, every | 
year. 
Jenn: The last few years 
my parents, grandparents, 
brother and I have gone to I 
visit our extended family in 
York Beach, ME for Thanks- | 
giving. Everyone gets to my 
Boompa (uncle) and Auntie | 
Diane’s house in the early 
afternoon for drinks and ' 
snacks. After sitting and 
catching up for a while we all | 
sit down at our seats, which 
have been assigned by my | 
youngest cousin Renee. Evy- 
ery year the food just seems | 
endless with turkey, ham, 
and lots of side dishes. Once | 
we’re all done pigging out, 
we spread out throughout | 
the house, watch some TV 
and relax before making the | 
drive back home. 
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CONTACT INFORMATION: 


If you have a story idea or are interested in becoming a member of The Voice staff, if you 


would like to submit an opinion, article, poem, letter to the editor or other work, please call 
us on-campus at (508) 929-8589 or email us at mbrown5 @worcester.edu or studentvoice@ 
worcester.edu. 
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Weezer, Raditude 
M.R. Brown 
Editor in Chief 


Raditude is the teenage bas- 
tard child of Weezer, resulting 
in a sound that screams of re- 
cord label fondling. With over- 
the-top pop anthems and songs 
about love, malls, and partying 
in clubs, it’s a brave departure 
for the group. 

The first single, “(If You’re 
Wondering If I Want You To) I 
Want You To,” is features im- 
possibly catchy hooks and sim- 
ple lyrics that fuel this undeni- 
ably upbeat album. 

“Can’t Stop Partying,” is 
quite possibly the lowest point 
Weezer has hit on any track in 
their extensive catalogue. The 
image of Rivers Cuomo on the 
dance floor at a club is almost as 
plausible as a sequel to Glitter. 

Although most tracks feel 
as though they were written for 
Adam Lambert, there are faint 
impressions of true Weezer 
songs on the album. “Tripping 
Down the Freeway” and “Turn 
Me Round” will help the cult 
of Weezer fans justify approval 
for a sound far from the direc- 
tion Weezer (Red) album headed 
last year. 

For those hoping for a 
Pinkerton reprise, keep waiting. 
I’m not sure which is worse, 
the thought that Weezer would 
make this album or that I would 
enjoy it as much as I do. 
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Julian Casablancas, 


Phrazes For The Young 
M.R. Brown 
Editor in Chief 


The Strokes’ frontman Ju- 
lian Casablancas first solo al- 
bum, Phrazes for the Young is a 
hipster ready device for on-the- 
go synth rock beats and croon- 
ing vocals. Following on the 
heels of his bandmates, his solo 
effort is a slight change in style 
but remaining undefined as to 
what exactly it wants to be. 

The first three tracks, “Out 
of the Blue,” “Left & Right in 
the Dark,” and “11th Dimen- 
sion” are energetic, tight and 
likeliest to be the most wel- 
comed on the album. 

The following five tracks are 
much slower, with matured lyr- 
ical stylings. They oddly reveal 
what seems to be an entirely 
different album approach. Such 
delineation between sounds re- 
sults in contrived attempts at a 
‘new’ artistic expression. 

Phrazes for the Young is not 
likely to be the starting point 
of a long solo career for Casa- 
blancas although it is a suc- 
cessful attempt at targeting a 
particular market of listeners. 
For those who enjoy a dance 
romp in skinny jeans, they can 
venture to Club Paper to hear 
“11th Dimension.” For the rest 
of us, we will have to wait for 
the new Strokes album some- 
time early next summer. 

C+ 
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Tegan and Sara, Sainthood 


Jackie Morrill 
Contributing Writer 


Tegan and Sara’s newly 
released album, Sainthood, is 
altogether musically different 
from their last five albums. Un- 
like the first four folk-inspired 
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albums and even, their most re- 
cent pop-rock record The Con, 
Sainthood’s repetitive choruses 
and punk/techno beats may 
leave fans of the band’s earlier 
work, out in the cold. 

The rising sisters have, 
however, made leaps and bounds 


sters of Folk 
M.R. Brown 
Editor in Chief 


Consisting of M. Ward, 
Bright Eyes’ Conor Oberst, My 
Morning Jacket’s Jim James, 
and Saddle Creek’s Mike Mo- 
gis, Monsters of Folk reads like 
a who’s-who of modern trouba- 
dours. 

The self-titled effort may 
carry the ‘folk’ moniker but 
rarely does it feel like any of 
the tracks are monster in their 
recording. For the power this 
group holds, the songs are bland 
and lack distinction. 

Ward is a complete stand- 
out from the group, for better 
and worse, as is Oberst. Rarely 
can any of the distinct work 
of James be felt. Ward’s best 
roots, foot stomping, travelling 
folk tune “Whole Lotta Losin’” 
hints at what incomplete mus- 
ings that are recorded herein 
could be fleshed out to; truly 
great songs. 

An impressive effort as a 
collective, “Baby Boomer” feels 
as though it truly belongs on 
this collaboration, a character- 
istic much unlike “Dear God 
(sincerely M.O.F.).”’ 

The album falls short 
of most expectations but pro- 
vides a generally easily acces- 
sible listen without much gripe. 
The group is monster talent 
producing generic folk music. 
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Swell Season, Strict Joy 
M.R. Brown 
Editor in Chief 

Although most noted for 
their feature in the movie Once, 
The Swell Season have carved 
out a niche audience long before 
the film ever came to fruition. 
Glen Hansard and Markéta Ir- 
glova bring their melodic and 
melancholy harmonies once 
more with Strict Joy. 

Simplistic music, primar- 
ily acoustic guitar, drums and 
piano are the backbone of the 
album. Downplaying the music 
and focusing on the lyrics and 
vocals to carry songs leaves lis- 
teners entrenched in full-bod- 
ied sound that five piece bands 
struggle to achieve. 

“The Rain,” with its sharp 
breaks carried by a cadence of 
vocals, provides intimate por- 
traits of the artist’s soul. The 
sound keeps pace with rain- 
storms, a down-pouring of emo- 
tion followed by faint spells of 
ambience, only to return with 
even more power after. Han- 
sard sings with unrivaled pas- 
sion and force. 

The Swell Season are a rar- 
ity in the music industry. They 
havea highly marketable sound, 
ranging from somewhere be- 
tween VH1 Top 20 Countdown 
to mid-day radio shows. Strict 
Joy is exactly as one would ex- 
pect, an enjoyable listen that 
doesn’t venture far from the 
already defined sound. 

B 


COSHH HSOHTHSHHSHSESSESESHHHOSHEHHHHESSESHTETESHSESOHTESHSEHESOESESEESEEEES 


in terms of lyrical content, espe- 
cially in tracks such as “‘Alliga- 
tor” and “On Directing”. Both 
songs combine poetic imagery 
and music-box beats in order to 
describe the ever-popular sense 
of self-deprecation associated 
with the sisters on many of their 
other tracks. 

The duo gives new life to 
adolescent first-love sentiment 
in lines like “rattled, yes, it’s 
true, alligator tears, spilled over 
you” and “go steady with me, I 
know it turns you off when I--I 
get talking like a teen’. If this 
album doesn’t bring you back 
to the good old days of high 
school romance, you’re not lis- 
tening close enough. 

This is not to say that 
the lyrical content of the Quin 
sisters’ new album isn’t poi- 
gnant. There is honest des- 
peration embedded between 
the notes. The seventh track, 
“Northshore” carries a quick 
beat and steady cadence remi- 
niscent to spoken word in lines 
like “Don’t cringe, don’t clench, 
don’t look, don’t flinch, don’t 
know, don’t go, don’t leave me. 
Don’t leave me, don’t leave 
me, don’t leave me.”” Whereas 


“Night Watch” professes “I 
separate from your body, I 
need distance from your body, 
oh I deserve this anguish on my 
house” in that wonderfully self- 
loathing tone any newly single 
guy/gal can relate to. 

Tegan and Sara’s new 
record thrives on teen charm 
and masochism. Like their past 
albums, each confessional song 
evokes the heart-break, heart- 
ache, and shivering excitement 
that love has a habit of casting 
over its victims. 


The Canadian sister- 
act’s sixth album is most defi- 
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Devendra Banhart, What 
Will Be 


Ana Caras 
Editor in Chief 


Devendra Banhart’s sixth 
album, What Will Be, is perhaps 
one of his most listenable. Out 
on a new, much larger label 
(Warner/Reprise), What Will 
Be appears to be more straight- 
forward and less weird for the 
formerly dubbed King of New 
Weird America and freak-folk. 

The new album seems to 
serve as an exploration for 
Banhart. His folk, jazz, Brit- 
pop and Venezuelan influences 
are still very present within the 
14 tracks yet somehow this al- 
bum seems more listenable and 
therefore, marketable in its less 
Banhart-esque peculiarity. 

Tracks like “‘Goin’ Back” 
reference old folk themes of liv- 
ing in a simpler time with ap- 
propriate music to accompany. 
Other songs like “16th & Valen- 
cia Roxy Music” pays homage 
to the band in the track title and 
is thus much dancier and beat- 
driven. “Rats” clearly refer- 
ences 70s rock with psychedelic 
stoner guitar and whimsical 
Marc Bolan influenced vocals. 

While Banhart uses this 
album to branch off from the 
expected and to dabble in vari- 
ous influences, he does so rather 
effectively. There are certainly 
tracks to please old fans and 
new tracks to garner new lis- 
teners. 

A- 
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nitely worth buying, or at least 
downloading for half the price 
over the internet. 

Sainthood is out now 
on Vapor/Sire Records and can 
be found on iTunes. @ 
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| Do you despise a televi- 
sion show or album 
that we’ve positively 
reviewed? Let us know 
| what you think! 


E-mail us at student- 
voice@worcester. | 


Movie Review: Boondock 
Saints IT: All Saints Day 


Hayley Colange Stefan 
Staff Writer 


Nearly ten years later and 
the McManus brothers are at it 
again in Boondock Saints I: All 
Saints Day, sneaking through 
the streets of Boston, putting 


Restaurant Review: 


M.R. Brown 
Editor in Chief 


Pleasant Street is home to 
one of the more unique eatery 
districts in Worcester. Amidst 
the triple-decker houses, only 
a mile from WPI and Worces- 
ter State College, rests a quaint 
nook restaurant that brings 
small town flavor and charm to 
a city that is long bereft of the 
pastoral. With high tin ceilings 
and handwritten chalk menu 
boards, The Corner Grill is a 
specialty pizza restaurant that 
offers enough variety (wraps, 
build your own pizza, salads, 
market) that to call it a pizza 
joint would seem insulting. 

At any time of the day 
you can find hoards of college 
students, mothers and children, 
college professors and travelers 
all getting their taste fix. May- 
be it’s the fast service, hints of 
small town simplicity, or maybe 
it’s the full-bodied, rich pizza. 
With a philosophy to make 


the “bad guys” to rest and leay- 
ing their signature Irish Chris- 
tian trademark pennies on all 
the eyes of the dead. 

In this sequel, the 
brothers decide to leave life in 
Ireland upon hearing the news 
of the death of their former 


The Corner Grille 


“food that tastes good,” owner 
Raena Heppenstall’s recipes do 
no wrong. 

The Corner Grill’s 
staple dishes are their pizza 
with incredibly thin crust and 
handmade square-shaped pies. 
The pizza is all flavor without 
the doughy filler. You can build 
your own medium 14” pie ($7) 
from a wide variety of every- 
thing that belongs on a pizza 
but might not be found on most 
menus. Specialty pies, includ- 
ing the Sweet Tomato & Basil 
(14’°/$10.49, 18°/$14.99) and 
Harvest Moon Pie (offered sea- 
sonally 14’/$10.49, 18°°/$15.99) 
are among some of the most 
innovative and best eats in 
the city. Blue Jeans Pizza may 
continually win Best Pizza in 
Worcester Awards, but the 
Corner Grill may challenge any 
tester’s choice. 

There are a few draw- 
backs to housing the restaurant 
in a small space. Although it 
would not befit the style, a tele- 
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priest. Once again, they wind 
up, with the help of the Bos- 
ton Police Department, taking 
down crime. 

Sean Patrick Flanery 
and Norman Reedus reprise 
their roles as the Irish broth- 
ers, with appearances by David 
Della Rocco, their best friend, 
partner and scene-stealer, Roc- 
co, from the first film. Many 
other actors took on their old 
roles as well, including Detec- 
tives Greenly, Dolly and Duffy 
who end up getting their juris- 
diction overruled once again by 
the FBI. Only this time, instead 
of the flamboyant Agent Paul 
Smecker, the seductive Special 
Agent Eunice Bloom takes over 
the jurisdiction. 

While the plot of the 
story was intriguing, as it in- 
cludes the history of the boys’ 
father (played by Billy Connol- 
ly), the film itself seemed a bit 
over-commercialized. Still, the 
Connor and Murphy duo do not 
let the audience down and there 
are quite a few well-done action 
scenes and plot twists that make 
the movie worthwhile. 

The ending of the film 
can be interpreted as a cliff- 
hanger. Dare I wonder about 
this movie becoming a trilogy? 
Although it might not compare 
to the original (what can?), in 
terms of Hollywood sequels, 
Boondock Saints I: All Saints 
Day is certainly sure to please 
the cult-classic’s fans. 
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vision is nowhere to be found. 
Seating can also pose an issue as 
there is one long table and four 
2-tops available. Surprisingly, 
the arrangement sits more than 
one would think when he en- 
ters. Outdoor seating is offered 
throughout spring, summer and 
fall though, a style cherished by 
all eateries of the district. 

Heavily dependent on 
specialty cola drinks, The Cor- 
ner Grill dos not offer much else 
in beverages. There are no wine 
or alcoholic options either. Uti- 
lizing space management cues, 
the beverage refrigerator hous- 
es homemade meals including 
Mac and Cheese ($6.75), Shep- 
herd’s Pie ($6.75), Hummus 
($7), specialty salads and more. 

From the wooden, 
country store counter, com- 
plete with homemade breads, 
puddings, brownies and cook- 
ies, to the charm of waitresses, 
a quality that is hard to find in 
Worcester, The Corner Grill 
is perfect for quality lunch be- 
tween classes or a quaint din- 
ing experience. If you’re let 
down by this restaurant then 
take your tasteless self back to 
Pap Gino’s. Otherwise, prepare 
to add a new ‘regular’ to your 
food destinations. 

The Corner Grille is 
located at 806 Pleasant Street, 
Worcester or at www.corner- 
grille.com.@ 


Movie Review: 


The Box 


Jenn Robbins 
Managing Editor 


Directed by Richard Kelly 
of Donnie Darko and South- 
land Tales fame, The Box, the 
most recent murder mystery, 
suspense, sci-fi movie to hit the- 
aters premiered on November 
6th across the country. 

The film stars Cameron Diaz 
(There’s Something About Mary) 
and James Marsden (27 Dress- 
es), a happily married couple, in 
the 1970s. This picture-perfect 
family soon begins to struggle 
financially, and unfortunately 
their love for each other as well 
as for their son, is not quite 
enough to save them. 

Soon enough, an un- 


marked package arrives at 
their door containing nothing 
but a box with a red button in- 
side. In due course, the couple 
is given the choice to press the 
button and, in return, be re- 
warded with one million dollars 
presented to them in a suitcase. 
Of course the offer has a catch, 
once the button is pushed some- 
one in the world, whom they do 
not know, will die. 

After weighing the op- 
tions, they realize that either 
way their lives will change for- 
ever. Will they decide to pass 
up this once-in-a-lifetime op- 
portunity and regret it forever 
or live with the knowledge that 
they were responsible for a 
stranger’s death? 

Once the decision is 
made a whirlwind of events 
occur, baffling the couple as 
well as audience. The storyline 
rapidly progresses from one 
bizarre occurrence to another, 
ultimately leading to the cul- 
mination that the viewers and 
characters have been waiting 
for. 

Although this film has 
a fast paced storyline and an 
interesting concept, it may have 
been executed in the wrong 
manner. Many popular crit- 
ics are raving about the genius 
behind this movie but I think I 
missed it. Hi 


Book Review: Dan Brown The et S OMICS 


Hayley Colange Stefan 
Staff Writer 
Dan Brown’s long 


awaited sequel to his bestselling 
book, The Da Vinci Code, has 
finally hit shelves and has been 
on the New York Bestseller list 
for the last eight weeks. 

Brown’s sequel, The 
Last Symbol, follows Harvard 
professor Robert Langdon as he 
is pulled into a plot to steal Ma- 
sonic secrets. Langdon spends a 
tumultuous night in the nation’s 
capital as he receives mysteri- 
ous and threatening messages 
from a man who has kidnapped 
his friend, a mason of the high- 
est degree, Peter Solomon. 

Solomon’s kidnap- 
per, known to the readers as 
Mal’akh, is hunting desperate- 
ly for the pieces to the Masonic 
pyramid, which legend states 
will lead their possessor to the 
Ancient Mysteries and knowl- 
edge that has been hidden from 
all but the most famous men in 
history. 

Brown has fantastic 
characterization with Malak’h 
and did well on the develop- 
ment of the minor characters, 
too, explaining the major events 
of their pasts, particularly the 
Solomon family. 

However, the plot itself, 
while entertaining and _ sus- 
penseful, led readers to an end- 
ing that may disappoint. 

Without giving the 
“secret” away, Brown tilts the 
ending so that it places Chris- 
tian doctrine in a good light, 
contrary to his other novels 
that question the history of the 


Church. My guess is that this 
book was compensation for all 
the Christians that Brown of- 
fended when he started ped- 
dling that Jesus’ descendants 
existed. 


Don’t get me wrong, I 
believe in the power of words 
and have my own personal be- 
liefs about religion, but an en- 
tire book about how important 
these words are? Change the 
cover, name it The Secret, and 
we’ve got plagiarism on our 
hands. 

I must say though, re- 
gardless of my feelings on the 
ending, Brown’s writing style, 


‘intriguing hints and short, albe- 


it irritatingly at times, chapters 
made me finish the book (per all 
of his, in less than three days). 
Overall, The Lost Symbol 
is a good, fast read if you don’t 
think too much about it.@ 
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Student Poetry Submissions: 


are infuriated. 


EC 


SS 
The History of Thanksgiving 


Hayley Colange Stefan 
Staff Writer 


On the third Thursday 
of every November, families all 
across America celebrate one of 
the country’s greatest achieve- 
ments: obesity. 

In all seriousness, 
Thanksgiving is a day to ex- 
press our gratitude for all of the 
good in our lives, to spend time 
with family and friends hope- 
fully without having to work, 
and well, yes, to eat until you 
cannot move. 

Each year many of us 
do not bother to look past the 
pumpkin pie to examine this 
holiday’s humble beginnings, 
so below is a list of some of the 
important dates in Thanksgiv- 
ing history: 


1621: The First Thanksgiving. 
Turkey and gravy all around. 


Actually, some sources claim 
that swans were on the menu! 
Try talking your mother into 
that. Also, the first wishbone is 
pulled: the Pilgrims choose the 
bigger half. 


1777: Anational day of Thanks- 
giving is declared throughout 
the thirteen original colonies to 
celebrate battle victories. Even 
though the celebration is held 
in December, it is still held on 
a Thursday, but work and play 
are both forbidden. 


1863: Abraham Lincoln invites 
Americans to join him in cel- 
ebrating the last Thursday of 
November as a day of ‘““Thanks- 
giving and Praise.” 


1934; At the University of De- 
troit first Thanksgiving Day 
football game is broadcast over 
the radio. Mothers everywhere 


1941: Don’t bother calling in 
sick. Thanksgiving is finally 


- termed a Federal holiday as op- 


posed to simply an American 
tradition. 


1966: Philadelphia is the first 
city to term the Friday after 
Thanksgiving “Black Friday,” 
paving the way for retail chains 
across the nation to open their 
doors absurdly early and for 
mother’s to fight over Cabbage 
Patch dolls, Furbies, Wiis or 
whatever the year’s fad is. 

This year remember to 
give thanks for the holiday it- 
self, if not for the food and good 
company, at least for the day off 
from school. @ 


* Anouncement: 
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! than one poem to ! 
us and it is not in 
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|! see itin our Dec. ! 
2 issue. 
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Thank you! 


Sealed in the world 
By Margaret Rodriguez 


I wish I was out there 
Instead I’m trapped here 


I know a lot about what I 
am 

It has always got me ina 
jam 


I’m always feel bland 
When there’s no place to 
land 


It’s the sand of time 
More bland than a wrong 
type of lime 


I know about having some 
sun 
If only it had same fun 


I feel trapped in my own 
world has been sealed 
I wish I was healed 


I would like to be out there 
Away from here 


From my own sealed off 
world 


Paradise Lost 
By Kalena Wheeler 


Surrounding my air 
Dark or Light 
All’s fair in love and war 
Aching for more 
This dam is broken 
Water rushing 
Turning into wine 


What’s yours cannot be 
mine 


Slave to monotony 
Let me free 


Every part of me descend 
ing 


While this world is bend- 
ing 


Falling from heaven 


Sinking through these 
clouds 


My dark desire 


An angel embracing hu- 
man fire 


Northeastern University 
College of Professional Studies 


Worcester’s Community 
Radio Station : 
Transform your life, 

Transfer your credits to 


Boston, MA 


BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN LEADERSHIP - GLOBAL CLASSROOM 
DEGREE COMPLETION PROGRAM 


01.3 FM 


Upcoming Events @ The Front Room, 
910 Main Street, Worcester: 


Next program begins the week of 1/11 


_ Experiencea = 
_ Global Classroom: | 


- Transfer up to 80 quarter hours or 
_ 60 semester hours of undergraduate 
_ eredit to begin working on your 


Saturday, November 21, 2009 © 7pm, 2 
- bachelor’s degree 


$10 or $8 WCUW Members/ Students: 
Angels and Artifice (Jerry Sabatini) and Dick 
Hummel Quartet (opening act). 


* Join A iota i attract sttidents from 


Saturday, November 28, 2009 @ 7pm, 


$10 or $8 WCUW Members/ Students: 
The Sons Of Hiram. 


ok 


Events are sponsored, co-sponsored or sup- 
ported by WCUW. This includes WCUW events 
and meetings for volunteer staff and WCUW 
events to which the public is invited. See the 
details of the each event for specifics via the 
website. 


+ Short: and long-term housing assistance available 


Other Degree Completion Options 
Find out more about our other online and on-campus degree completion 


programs in areas such as Information ‘Technology, Management, Finance 
& Accounting Management, and more. 


Scholarships up to $10,000 over the course of the BS in Leadership — Global Classroom 
program are available for the 1/11 program start. 


www.wcuw.org 


www.northeastern.edu/cps/globalclassroom/ 
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(Exhibition, Continued from p. 1) 
cultural items, ephemera from 
various historical periods, etc. 

An exhibit of such non- 
traditional art and/or historical 
items would hopefully enhance 
studies of students in varied de- 
partments and reach out to sci- 
ence majors and others across 
the diverse disciplines. 

The department is opti- 
mistic and excited about the 
possibilities for the future of 
the gallery. Keep on the lookout 
for fundraising events as well 
as the annual student exhibi- 
tion starting in the Spring 2010 
semester. 

The gallery is currently open 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
3-Spm, or by appointment. @ 


eee ee ee 


Let us know , 
what you 
think! Or, ad- |! 
vertise your | 
club or organi- | 
zation here! | 
E-mail us at stu- | 
I 


dentvoice@worces- 
ter.edu. 


Maybe Parched, But Not Dry 


Hayley Colange Stefan 
Staff Writer 


For all the jokes that the 
undergraduates make, Worces- 
ter State College is not actu- 
ally a dry campus, technically 
speaking. Shocked? So was I. 

While many of us seem 
to be under the impression that 
the school is keen to punish its 
resident students of legal age, 
Worcester State is not in control 
of the decisions made on cam- 
pus regarding the consumption 
of alcohol in the dormitories. 

According to Worcester 
State College Director of Resi- 
dence Life and Housing, Adri- 
an Gage, Massachusetts State 
regulations demand that there 
be no alcohol in rooms where 
there is a common stairwell 
shared with students who are 
under twenty-one years of age. 
If everyone were over the legal 
age requirement, this would not 
present a problem. 

The structure of both 
Dowden and Wasylean Halls, 
with a limited number of stair- 
cases that are accessible by all 
floors, would make it impos- 
sible to seclude alcohol use. 
Certain houses in Chandler Vil- 
lage that stand alone, however, 
would present the opportunity 
for 21-plus housing. Such hous- 
es include 13-1, 19-1 and 15-1, 
which are secluded, stand-alone 
dorms, as long as each resident 


of the house was twenty-one or 
older. 

In fact, each year Resi- 
dence Life offers applications 
for students twenty-one and 
older to apply for these houses. 
The problem is that each year 
either not enough students ap- 
ply or the ones that do, do not 
fit the stipulations. 

The college requires 
that each student who applies 
for 21-plus housing must not 
have had any alcohol related 
judicials and must be in good 
academic standing, i.e. not on 
academic probation. Often- 
times those students who wish 
to be able to consume alcohol 
on campus move off it, and 
therefore would not need to ap- 
ply to live on campus. 

The campus still holds 
some functions that include al- 
cohol, such as many of the se- 
nior activities and some Third 
World Alliance parties. Stu- 
dent organizations go through 
Student Activities’ processes to 
obtain a onetime liquor license, 
cop detail and a TIPs certified 
bartender for the evening. 

If you are interested in 
spending your senior year on the 
WSC campus while still enjoying 
a drink, applications for 21-plus 
housing are available when it 
comes time to register for hous- 
ing in the spring of each year in 
the Residence hall offices.@ 
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Volunteer for English Credit! 


As everyone knows, this week is the 
big week for Spring Semester 2010 reg- 
istration. For those of you who are still 
looking for English/humanities credits, 
Dr. Carey Smitherman is holding a class 
next spring entitled “Writing Hurricane 

Katrina”. 


This course serves as a 3 credit, writ- 
ing intensive English course with a travel- 
ing opportunity. In addition to the cost of 
the class, there are charges for travelling 
and housing, which can be discussed with 
Dr. Smitherman. The class is expected to 

meet every Friday from 1-4pm to discuss 

the impact that Hurricane Katrina had on 

those who lived in the area, as well as the 
rest of America. 


In addition to the in-class discus- 
sions, during Spring Break the class will 
fly down to New Orleans, Louisiana and 

help build houses for those who lost their 
homes in the storm. 


This is an extremely rewarding op- 
portunity to go down to New Orleans and 
help those who have lost nearly every- 
thing. 


For any further questions feel free to 
contact Carey Smitherman at carey.smi- 


therman@worcester.edu or visit during her 


office hours in Sullivan 306. 
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Things you need to take a winter 
course at Fitchburg State College: 


Take an online course this winter through Graduate 
and Continuing Education at Fitchburg State College. 


0 computer! 


WINTER SESSION: 


December 28, 2009-January 15, 2010 
Registration begins on November 9 


For registration information visit www.fsc.edu/gce, 


e-mail gceadvisor@fsc.edu or call (978) 665-3182. 


FITCHBURG STATE COLLEGE 


NOW OMAHA FI FGFS. wmwmnunh |] I I.|9\39}39 
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Graduate and Continuing Education 


Graduate Winter Courses in Undergraduate Winter Courses in 


@ Educational Leadership @ Art @ Criminal Justice @ Interdisciplinary 
and Management B Biology @ English ® Philosophy 

@ Management ™@ Business Administration ™ Exercise Science ™@ Political Science 
a. Special Education ®@ Sociology 


@ Communication/Media History 
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joston Sports Guy 


The 
Column 


Chris Grady 
Sports Editor 


For any local sports fan, 
this week was brutal. The Pa- 
triots dropped one of the most 
disappointing games in fran- 
chise history; aside from the 
Superbowl loss two years ago, 
the Bruins continue to lose, and 
the Celtics have gone cold. Not 
to mention, the Yankees win- 
ning the World Series. If the 
Red Sox never won a World Se- 
ries again, I wouldn’t be upset 
as long as I would never have to 
see those two clowns Alex Ro- 
driguez and Mark Texiera cel- 
ebrate a championship. 

Sundays Pat’s game 
quickly jumped up to the top 5 
on my list of most disappointing 
games. For those of you who are 
curious, I won’t leave you hang- 
ing: 


#1: Game 7- 2003 ALCS- Sox 
lose to Yankees 

#2: Super Bowl XLII- Pats lose 
to Giants 

#3: Game 7 -NHL Eastern Con- 
ference Semifinal- Bruins lose 
to Hurricanes 

#4: Game 7- 2008 ALCS- Sox 
lose to Rays 

#5: (tie) 2007 AFC Champion- 
ship/ 2009 Week 10: Pats lose to 
Colts 


For all of the older folks 
out there, I know what you’re 
saying, “I know nothing about 
miserable loses.” Being a Bos- 
ton Sports fan in this day and 
age, they’re probably right. 
Now that I’ve brought up all 
those bad memories, I’m ready 
to move on. 

This week’s game against 
the Colts lived up to the hype. 
Before I get to the 4th and 2 
play call, I think there’s a lot 
that needs to be rewarded, for- 
gotten in the anguish. Tom Bra- 
dy outplayed Peyton Manning. 
He looked sharper and showed 
more poise than Manning. An- 
other bright spot for the Pats 
was Randy Moss’ big game. 
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He showed his ability to be a 
game changer. Moss has helped 
Brady elevate his game; he con- 
tinues to make plays that would 
just be another incomplete pass 
for any other Quarterback. A 
lot of Brady’s success is owed to 
the future hall-of- fame receiv- 
er. Rookie Sebastian Vollmer, 
too, continues to impress, shut- 
ting down one of the strongest 
defensive lines in the NFL. 
Vollmer offered strong protec- 
tion and allowed Brady ample 
time throughout the game. 

Moving on... The 4th and 
2 call is one that will be talked 
about for years. When the of- 
fense came back onto the field, 
it just seemed like an attempt 
to get the D to jump offside’s, 
but with their final time outs 
gone, there was no turning 
back. In my opinion, the use 
of the final two time-outs was 
more questionable than going 
for the first down. With the 
best quarterback in the history 
of the game having weapons 
like Moss, Welker, and Faulk, 
it seemed at the time that this 
would just be another one of 
those risky plays that would be 
successful, and forgotten about 
by Monday morning. Doesn’t it 
always seem to work that way 
for the Pats? This was an excep- 
tion, there is just no reasonable 
explanation to go for it on your 
own 28 yard line, with a 6 point 
lead, with 2:07 left, with them 
having 2 time outs and the two 
minute warning, and most im- 
portantly...with them having 
one of the most explosive of- 
fenses in the NFL. You have to 
punt and let your defense pro- 
tect the lead. 

A lot has been made of 
Belichick disrespecting his de- 
fense; I do not feel this is the 
case. I believe that Belichick 
has the utmost confidence in 
his offense, and for that, I don’t 
think you can argue his thought 
process. You may not agree with 
the decision, but it happened 
and its time to move on. And 
don’t be surprised if you hap- 
pen to see a Brady vs. Manning 
rematch in January. @ 


Please remember to recyc 


this issue 


when you are done with it! 


DURKEE’S 


THUR, NOV.19 TIME TV _ LOCATION 


Miami @ Carolina 


SUN, NOV. 22 
Washington @ Dallas 1:00PM ET 
Cleveland @ Detroit 1:00PM ET 


San Fran @ Green Bay 1:00PM ET 


Pittsburgh @ Kansas City 1:00PM ET 
Seattle @ Minnesota 1:00PM ET 


Atlanta @ NY Giants 1:00PM ET 


New Orleans @ Tampa Bay 1:00PM ET 
Buffalo @ Jacksonville 1:00PM ET 
Indianapolis @ Baltimore 1:00PM ET 
Arizona @ St. Louis 4:05PM ET 
San Diego @ Denver 4:15PM ET 
Cincinnati @ Oakland 4:15PM ET 
NY Jets @ New England 4:15PM ET 


Philadelphia @ Chicago 8:20PM ET 


MON, NOV. 23 


Tennessee @ Houston 


TIME 


8:30PM ET 


FOX 
CBS 


FOX 


NBC 


TV 


TIME TV _ LOCATION 


Cowboy’s Stadium 

Ford Field 

Lambeau Field 
Arrowhead Stadium 
Metrodome 

Giants Stadium 
Raymond James Stadium 
Jacksonville Stadium 
M&T Bank Stadium 
Edward Jones Dome 
Invesco Field @ Mile High 
McAfee Coliseum 
Gillette Stadium 


Solider Field 


LOCATION 


ESPN _ Reliant Stadium 


PICK 


8:20PM ET NFLN Bank of America Stadium MIA 


DP 


DAL 


